
1956    Played 40   Won 16   Drawn 4   Lost 20 
6 May Chesham Bois C.C. v Chartridge C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
              67 (J. Riley 35)                  65   

Chesham Bois won by 2 runs 
12 May Chesham Bois C.C. v Ballinger C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                  29 & 55 for 6               32 & 63     (P. Nash 5 for 14) 

Ballinger won by 3 runs on first innings 
13 May Chesham Bois C.C. v Chesham Vale C.C. played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
              151 (G. Finch 67)                  45  

Chesham Bois won by 106 runs 
19 May Chesham Bois C.C. v Gold Hill C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                         110                          121 

Gold Hill won by 11 runs 
20 May Chesham Vale C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. at Baldwin’s Meadow, The vale. 
            26 (G. Finch 5 for 6)                 55 

Chesham Bois won by 29 runs 
2 June The Lee C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at The Lee 
                   112                       42 

The Lee won by 70 runs 
3 June Newlands Park C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Newlands Park 
                  117 for 5 dec.                      45 

Newlands Park won by 72 runs  
                           2 June                                                      3 June 

 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 8th June 1956 

 
9 June Chesham Bois C.C. v Chesham Third XI  played at Chesham Bois Common 
                         61                          62 for 5 

Chesham Third XI won by 5 wkts. 
 
10 June Chesham Bois C.C. v Little Missenden C.C. played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
               75 (G. Finch 40 )     110 (G. Finch 6 for 33) 

Little Missenden won by 35 runs 
 
23 June Chesham Bois C.C. v Chalfont Colony C.C. played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
                     121 (Angless 61)              44      (L. Hammond 5 for 10) 

Chesham Bois won by 77 runs 
24 June Chesham Bois C.C. v Westcott C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 



                           ??                           78 
Chesham Bois won the match 

30 June Chesham Bois C.C. v Statters C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                96 (Angless 46)                 86 

Chesham Bois won by 10 runs 
1 July Chesham Bois C.C. v Rotax C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
 (Sun.)        80 for 8            116 for 7 dec. 

Match Drawn 
                         30 June                                                    1 July 

  

Bucks Examiner Friday 6th July 1956 
3 July    Chesham Third XI v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Chesham 
(Tues.)             Chesham Third XI won by 9 runs 

 
7 July Chesham Bois C.C. v Chesham Third XI played at Chesham Bois Common 
                          Chesham Third XI won by 10 runs 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 13th July 1956 

8 July Chartridge C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Chartridge 
(No scores available)  

 

 
 

 

Bucks Examiner Friday 13th July 1956 
28 July     Coopers C.C.   v   Chesham Bois C.C. played at Berkhamsted 
                         42                            43 for 3  
           (I. Gomm 6 for 20)   (Batted on to 237 for 9) (Final 78) 

Chesham Bois won by 7 wkts. 



 
Bucks Examiner Friday 3rd August 1956 

4 Aug. Chesham Bois C.C. v The Lee C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
             108 (F. Willis 46)              125 

The Lee won by 17 runs 
5 Aug. Halton Civilians C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at  (Unknown) 
                   117 for 5 dec.                        56 

Halton Civilians won by 61 runs 
                         4 August                                           5 August 

 
 

Bucks Examiner Friday 10th August 1956 
11 Aug. Chesham Bois C.C. v Statters C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common  
                  88 (J. Riley 57)             52   (P. Nash 6 for 20) 

Chesham Bois won by 36 runs 
12 Aug. Chesham Bois C.C. v Brazils Sports Club C.C. at Chesham bois Common 
                           47                                   90 

Brazils Sports Club won by 43 runs 
18 Aug.      (Rained Off) 
19 Aug.     Coleshill C.C.   v   Chesham Bois C.C. played at Coleshill 
           55 (R. Vince 5 for 22)                49 

Coleshill won by 6 runs 
25 Aug. Ballinger C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Ballinger 
                       76                           41 
(I. Gomm 3 for 8 inc. Hat-trick)  

Ballinger won by 35 runs 
26 Aug. Wycombe Marsh C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. at High Wycombe 
                                  (Match Cancelled) 
Replacement Match Chesham Bois C.C. v Ian Gomm’s XI at Chesham Bois 
Common 
                                         22 for 5                            66 

Rain Stopped Play / Match Drawn 
27 Aug. Rotax C.C   v  Chesham Bois C.C. played at Rotax Ground 
(Mon.)        48                           72 
    (I. Gomm 6 for 19)    

Chesham Bois won by 24 runs 
22 Sept. Chesham Bois C.C. v Amersham G.P.O. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                             60                             56 (G. Finch 5 for 2 inc. Hat-trick) 



Chesham Bois won by 4 runs 
23 Sept. Penn Street C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Penn Street 
                         40                             56 

Chesham Bois won by 16 runs 
                     22 September                                       23 September 

  

Bucks Examiner Friday 28th September 1956 
No scorebooks or averages are available for this season 

 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 2nd November 1956  
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I joined Chesham Bois Cricket Club in 1957, aged nearly 50, after playing a lot of club 
cricket. 



The club had three teams but not enough members to sustain it adequately. 
Consequently there was a large turnover of members, worse still the captains seemed 
to change every A.G.M. 
George Finch and son Gordon left in 1961 to join Fencibles, Ron Speller retired after 
the 1962 season, Colin Ware Left after the 1963 season to play for Little Kingshill, 
Peter East also left at the end of the 1963 season. Ron Vince, Saturday captain, retired 
early in the 1963 season, he was an excellent left arm bowler, and almost by default I 
found myself as vice captain, becoming captain in May 1963. I remained as full captain 
until the end of the next season, 1964, when I smashed my thumb fielding on the 
common, which resulted in my retirement from the club. 
Apart from those players mentioned above others were also on the move, and it was 
a period of change for the club. 
There was not the necessary continuity generally but the names of Thomas Gomm, 
an umpire who stood majestically for years and scorer William Washington, a Victorian 
character, resolute and reliable, who had a wooden leg, must be mentioned with 
respect and honour. 
On the playing side Ian Gomm, still with the club at the time of writing, and Len 
Hammond where always present working for the good of the club. They organised the 
essential chores of erecting and taking down of the temporary pavilion, planning the 
digging of the trenches when water was laid on, catering for and organising dances 
and fund raising. Nigel Bunce and Martin Cooper are two others who took 
responsibility in club matters. 
The wicket was prepared by a few of us with Colin Hansford mainly in charge. Mr. 
Riley, the groundsman of the Beacon School did the gang mowing for us. The 
Headmaster, Mr. P.L. Masters insisted that all I should tip him was a half bottle of 
brandy twice a year, a local man, Mr. Aris, allowed us to keep an assortment of mowers 
in one of his sheds close to the common. The wicket was always sporting as we had 
difficulty with the watering during dry spells. David Smith concocted a length of hose 
pipe with perforations to help the grass grow. Scores were nearly always low a 
hundred for the team usually meant victory. 
As for individual “Tons” I only remember three, one for Rickmansworth British Legion, 
one by a visiting University player and one by Peter East. 
 
Does he mean the 97 scored by Peter East against Hemel Hempstead 3rd XI in 1962, 
as no record of a ton is available in existing scorebooks. (R.W. 2010) 
 
Bowling feats abounded, Ian Gomm achieved 100 wickets in a season twice and Alan 
Groves, an excellent medium pace bowler, bowled many overs and got the team out 
of trouble when other bowlers were aching to have a go. All these feats pale before 
the feat of my Co-Captain David Smith, in one of his first games, 13th of may 1962 as 
I believe, he bowled out the Brazils side for 9 runs, taking 5 wickets in an over and 
finishing with                 
7 wickets for 6 runs. Never to be repeated. 
David Hearn was another enthusiastic all rounder who wanted to be in the action all 
the time. Ron Colby was unique he seemed to find the actual cricket unimportant but 
discussion the object of the exercise. I remember, with affection, Tommy Knowles who 
was Wycombe born a real wavier and a tactician. Peter Nash, who once yorked me 
when I was on 46, he never had a harsh word, even when not put on to bowl and going 
in last did not often get a knock, a good team man. 



David Smith also had a second string to his bow. His travelling club was “Caboclo”, 
who’s cricket was flamboyant and never wasted a moments drinking time. They would 
rather lose the match and win down “The Hit and Miss”, the local pub. 
A regular feature fixture was the match against Alf Popes XI, one match in which I 
played he bought, besides himself, a Derbyshire County man, O.L. “Lofty” Herman of 
Hampshire, Thompson of Sussex proudly sporting his county sweater, blazer and 
badge,  Alf Govers son who bowled his swirling left arm leg breaks, as he did 
professionally in the Lancashire League and others I have forgotten. 
It was on the common I saw the only decision “Out handled the ball” in my life. Ian 
Gomm, determined as ever in a last wicket stand, fell on the ground defending his 
wicket and punched the ball away with his gloved hand.  
David Hearn made an amazing catch on the boundary, against Bedmond I think, and 
was then carried over the boundary by the impact, disappearing into the trees. Given 
out the batsman was indignant, but the umpire was absolutely right, the law has since 
been changed. 
An occasion when the umpire was wrong was when I hit the ball and it broke the wicket 
at the other end, the batsman was backing up but not a hand was put on the ball. “Out” 
was the decision, glaringly, my partner had to go. 
I had the doubtful pleasure of calling a Chalfont St. Peter off spin bowler for throwing. 
I was umpiring after my innings and the bowler was hesitating with the arm aloft and 
then throwing with a terrific swerve. After being no balled he was taken off. 
On the common I witnessed an occasion when an opening bowler, being taken off 
before he thought he ought to be, swore at his captain. The skipper pointed at the 
pavilion and the man went off. 
We used to have a fixture with West Wycombe. At the end of the 1958 season they 
batted first and continued well after tea leaving us with an impossible task. Mike Taylor. 
Who later played for Chesham, Bucks and Nottinghamshire, came in with me and we 
decided for a bet not to run singles but to block, with a few now and then if offered. 
The opposing team became frantic indulging in field placing such as had never been 
seen before or since, either all round the bat or all on the boundary. The farce ended 
at the earliest possible time, naughty but nice. Michael’s brother, Derek, later Bucks, 
Surrey and Somerset, also played a few games for us in the late 1950’s. 
At Bedmond in 1963 the game was stopped for some time while the players assisted 
in rescuing a boy who had fallen into a large building excavation and the sides fell on 
top of him. Luckily the services arrived promptly and he was rescued. 
I mention here Ron Smith, the clubs fast bowler cum batsman. There was a periodic 
tightening up about cars parked on or beside the common. One day a policeman 
arrived just as the game started and took the numbers of all the cars offending in any 
way, two dozen of them at least. The policeman then came and ordered the cars to 
be moved, several of the players were at fault as well as the public. At the end of his 
over Ron Smith nipped off for a word with his colleague. All the parking tickets, or 
perhaps it was the names, were scratched out. Slightly more discrete with the parking 
and the match continued. 
One match we played at West Hyde and Maple Cross I was given out by an excellent 
umpire. I played across the ball, gliding it to the boundary, when I was set, but he 
thought it was L.B.W., in the pavilion I was rather forceful. The next week he appeared 
before me applying for the vacant job of School Caretaker, he got it. Neither of us 
referred to the incident, though we often talked cricket. 
One match we played at Jordans the trees around the ground were hung with original 
paintings, it was their art week. No one dared to hit the ball through those canvasses. 



We were collecting for the new pavilion, eventually opened by Peter Parfitt of 
Middlesex and England. Two of our regulars called on a house locally which had an 
all glass porch, one of them, less perceptive than the other, walked straight through 
the glass, doing no damage to him self, but some to the property. The owners turned 
out to be two lady lawyers who made a joke of it, not a case, and gave a donation.  
Despite matches rained off, poor performances, inclement weather, club arguments, 
personal animosities, duty rotas, committees, organising dances and fund raisings, 
collecting from and worrying people about funds for the new pavilion, injuries, 
navvying, grass cutting, cracked ribs, a broken thumb, buying and mending 
equipment, taking the box round on good match days, I once got a £1 note, and all the 
toing and froing Chesham Bois Cricket Club has a warm spot in my heart. May I say 
that, at nearly 70 years of age, I look back with both pleasure and pride to those times. 
My modest 200 runs in a good season in retrospect seem worth a 1,000. 
If my mind has played me false in any particulars please put it down to approaching 
senility.         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1957   Played 41   Won 23   Drawn 3   Lost 15 
An extract from the Chesham Bois Parish Council meeting of March 

1957 
About a proposed moveable pavilion on Chesham Bois Common 

(I.E. to be taken down at the end of each cricket season.) 

 
27 April Chesham Bois C.C. v Northchurch C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                           113                             60 

Chesham Bois won by 53 runs 
The Chesham Bois team was: 
P. Platt, Reg. King, G. Pearce, R. Smith, T. Knowles, P. East, George Finch, C. 
Hansford, C. O’Niell, I. Gomm and L. Hammond. 
 
28 March Chesham Bois C.C. v Rickmansworth British Legion C.C. at Bois Common 
  (Sun.)                   49                                        104 

Rickmansworth B.L. won by 55 runs 
4 May Chesham Bois C.C. v Chalfont Colony C.C. played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
                         117                              71 

Chesham Bois won by 46 runs 
The Chesham Bois team was: 
P. Platt, Reg. King, I. Gomm, N. Bunce, R. Pead, C. Ware, T. Knowles, C. O’Niell,  
L. Barker, P. Nash and Gordon Finch. 
 
5 May Chesham Bois C.C. v N. Bunce’s XI played at Chesham Bois Comon 
                           61                          105 

N. Bunce’s XI won by 44 runs 
5 May Chartridge C.C. v Chesham Bois ‘A’ XI  played at Chartridge 
                      23                                       39 
     (L. Hammond 8 for 4) 

Chesham Bois ‘A’ won by 16 runs 
11 May Chesham Bois C.C. v Little Missenden C.C. played at Chesham Bois 
Common 



                          109                                 21 
Chesham Bois won by 88 runs 

12 May Chesham Vale C.C. v Chesham Bois ‘A’ XI                 played at The Vale  
                           66                                     31                           (Baldwin’s Meadow) 
           (L. Hammond 5 for 10) 

Chesham Vale won by 35 runs 
19 May  Ballinger C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Ballinger 
 (Sun.)             30                            69 

Chesham Bois won by 39 runs 
25 May St. Leonards & Buckland Common C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. at St. 
Leonards 
                                     56                                                          54 

St Leonards & Buckland Common won by 2 runs 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 31st May 1957 

26 May Chesham Bois C.C.  v  Statters C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                 151 for 9 dec.                   95  
                  (P. East 63)        (George Finch 6 for 41) 

Chesham Bois won by 56 runs 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 31st May 1957 

1 June Chesham Bois C.C. v The Lee C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common  
                    157 for 7                   154 

Chesham Bois won by 3 wkts. 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 7th June 1957 

The Chesham Bois team was: 
T. Knowles, P. Platt, Reg. King, I. Gomm, R. Speller, R. Vince, C. Hansford, R. 
Pead,  
L. Hammond, K. Goode and B. Fountain. 
 
2 June Halton Civilians C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Halton 
                        72                                      63 

Halton Civilians won by 9 runs 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 7th June 1957 

 



 

 

 

Bucks Examiner Friday 7th June 1957 
 
8 June Gold Hill C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Gold Hill 
                     72                             80 
      (R. Speller 5 for 25) 

Chesham Bois won by 8 runs 
15 June Coopers C.C. 2nd XI v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Berkhamsted 
                           62                                  163 
              (R. Smith 6 for 24)    (C. Hansford 45 n.o.) 

Chesham Bois won by 101 runs 
16 June Newlands Park C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Newlands Park 
                             48                              75 
             (G. Pearce 6 for 15) 

Chesham Bois won by 27 runs 
22 June Chesham Bois C.C. v Chesham 3rd XI played at Chesham Bois Common 
                           105                            86 

Chesham Bois won by 19 runs 
In this match Chesham Bois were in trouble batting second, they were 36 for 8, before 
a ninth wicket partnership of 66 between G. Pearce (37 n.o.) and L. Barker (29) won 
the match for them.  



The Chesham Bois team was: 
P. East, P. Platt, R. Smith, George Finch, R. Speller, I. Gomm, D. Hearn, R. Vince,  
G. Pearce, L. Barker and C. Hansford. 
 
23 June Chesham Bois C.C. v Westcott C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                           58                             91      (R. Smith 5 for 24 & George Finch 5 for 
19) 

Westcott won by 33 runs 
29 June Statters C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Hervines Park 
                     88                            58 
         (P. Nash 6 for 28) 

Statters won y 30 runs 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 5th July 1957  

30 June Chesham Bois C.C. v Rotax C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                         120                       129     (George Finch 5 for 37) 

Rotax won by 9 runs 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 5th July 1957 

2 July    Chesham 3rd XI v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Chesham 
(Tues.)                87                           69 
           (I. Gomm 7 for 34) 

Chesham 3rd XI  won by 18 runs 
6 July Chesham Bois C.C. v Negretti & Zambra C.C. played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
             129 (P. East 60)                       100  

Chesham Bois won by 29 runs 
The Chesham Bois team was: 
Reg. King, P. East, C. Ware, R. Speller, I. Gomm, George Finch, R. Vince, F. 
Honour,  
R. Pead, P. Nash and  F. Parsons. 
 
7 July Coleshill C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Coleshill 
                   82                             48 

Coleshill won by 34 runs 
7 July Chesham Bois ‘A; XI v Paladin C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
             134 (L. Barker 47)              118 

Chesham Bois won by 16 runs 
13 July Chesham Bois C.C. v Chalfont St. Giles C.C. played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
                           93                                  79 

Chesham Bois won by 14 runs 



14 July Chesham Bois C.C. v Rotax C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                         71                      72 for 8 

Rotax won by 2 wkts. 
21 July Chesham Bois C.C. v Amersham G.P.O. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                           69                           96 for 8    (L. Hammond 5 for 34)  

Amersham G.P.O. won by 6 wkts. & batted on 
27 July Chesham Bois C.C.  v  I. Gomm’s XI played at Chesham Bois Common 
                         42 for 2             159 for 9 dec. 

Match Drawn/Rain 
28 July Chesham Bois C.C. v Challfont St. Peter 3rd XI played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
                           87                                   48    (A. Leigh-Brown 5 for 24) 

Chesham Bois won by 39 runs 
The Chesham Bois team was: 
A. Leigh-Brown,  P. East, W. Chiltern, I. Gomm, R. Seng, K. Parsons, M. Taylor, 
D.Taylor, George Finch, C. Ware and F. Parsons. 
3 Aug. Coopers 2nd XI v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Berkhamsted 
                      83                             78 

Coopers 2nd XI won by 5 runs 
5 Aug. Chesham Bois C.C. v Chalfont St. Peter 2nd XI played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
(Mon.)              103                                108 

Chalfont St. Peter won by 5 runs 
10 Aug. Chesham Bois C.C. v Berkhamsted 3rd XI  played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
               117 (R. Smith 52)                         - 

Matched Drawn/Rain 
The Chesham Bois team was: 
P. Platt, P. East, R. Smith, I. Gomm, N. Bunce, C. Hansford, G. Pearce, C. Ware,  
R. Pead, F. Parsons and L. Hammond. 
 
11 Aug. Chesham Bois C.C. v Amersham St. Johns    played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
                   120 for 7 dec.                      60 
                    (P. Platt 41)           (G. Pearce 6 for17) 

Chesham Bois won by 60 runs 
17 Aug. Chalfont Colony C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Chalfont Colony 
                             53                             193 for 8   (R. Speller 70 & C. Hansford 43)  
            (L. Hammond 6 for 24)  

Chesham Bois won by 6 wkts. & batted on 

 
Bucks Examiner Friday 23rd August 1957 

18 Aug. Chesham Bois C.C.  v  Coleshill C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                 157 for 6 dec.                   70 
              (D. Taylor 53n.o.)   (George Finch 5 for 12) 

Chesham Bois won by 87 runs 



 
Bucks Examiner Friday 23rd August 1957 

The Chesham Bois team was: 
P. East, A. Leigh-Brown, D. Taylor, K. Parsons, R. Seng, C. Hansford, G. Pearce,  
M. Taylor, George Finch, F. Parsons and M. Cooper. 
 
18 Aug. Statters C.C. v Chesham Bois ‘A’ played at Hervines Park 
              88 for 5 dec.            15 & 40 

Statters won by innings & 33 runs 
24 Aug. Chalfont St. Giles C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Chalfont St. Giles 
                               42                                 131 

Chesham Bois won by 89 runs 
25 Aug. Ashridge C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Ashridge College 
                        41                           64     
         (N. Bunce 5 for 8) 

Chesham Bois won by 23 runs 
31 Aug. The Lee C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at The Lee 
                        41                168 for 8 dec.     (P. East 52) 

Chesham Bois won by 127 runs 
1 Sept. West Hyde & Maple Cross C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at West Hyde 
                           52  (G. Pearce 6 for 11)                  97  (A. Leigh-Brown 37) 
                       & 34  (I. Gomm 8 for 21) 

Chesham Bois won by innings & 11 runs 
The Chesham Bois team was: 
P. Platt, P. East, A. Leigh-Brown, I. Gomm, C. Hansford, K. Parsons, G. Pearce,  
George Finch, E. Kent, F. Parsons and M. Cooper. 
 
8 Sept. Guildhall C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Guildhall 
                      56                         60  
         (A. Cole 6 for 11)   

Chesham Bois won by 4 runs 
 
14 Sept. Chesham Bois C.C. v Gold Hill C.C. played at Chesham Bois Common 
                            34                           83   (R. Smith 5 for 21) 

Gold Hill won by 49 runs 
15 Sept. Northchurch C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Northchurch 
                           18                              59 
              (R. Smith 5 for8) 
            (G. Pearce 5 for 10) 

Chesham Bois won by 41 runs 
21 Sept. Penn Street C.C. v Chesham Bois C.C. played at Penn Street 
                    29 for 2                           64 

Match Drawn/Rain 
29 Sept. Chesham Bois C.C.v Chenies & Latimer C.C. played at Chesham Bois 
Common 
                             84                                 55 

Chesham Bois won by 29 runs 
The Chesham Bois team was: 



P. Platt, P. East, Reg. King, N. Bunce, C. Hansford, I. Gomm, George Finch,  
L. Hammond, M. Cooper, B. Fountain and (?) Spelman. 
 
5 Oct. Chesham Bois C.C.   v   N. Bunce’s XI played at Chesham Bois Common 
                         60                       104 for 6 dec. 

N. Bunce’s XI won by 44 runs 
Averages 1957 

 
 


